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How do we 
change how 
students talk 
about General 
Education?

By changing 
how we, as a 

University, 
discuss General 

Education.



UPDATED LEARNING OBJECTIVES
EF F ECT IV E  CO M M UN ICAT IO N

K EY  L IT ERACIES  e .g .  qu a nt i t a t i ve ,  he a l t h ,  i n te rc u l t u r a l ,  

h i s to r i c a l ,  a e s t het i c ,  l i ng u i s t i c ,  sc ie n t i f i c

CRIT ICA L  A N D  A N A LY T ICA L  T H IN K IN G

IN T EGRAT IV E  T H IN K IN G

CREAT IV E  T H IN K IN G

GLO B A L  L EA RN IN G

S O CIA L  RES PO N S IB IL IT Y  A N D  ET H ICA L  REA S O N IN G



Foundation Courses 
(1 5  c r e d i t s  a nd  C  o r  b et te r )
Quant i f icat ion (GQ)  – 6 credi ts
Wri t ing and Speaking (GWS)  – 9 credi ts

Domain Courses 
(3 0  c r e d i t s  i nc lu d ing  6  I n teg r a t i ve  S t u d i es  c r ed i t s )  
Ar ts  (GA)  – 6 credi ts
Humanit ies  (GH)  – 6 credi ts  
Heal th  and Wel lness (GHW) – 3 credi ts  
Natural  Sciences (GN) – 9 credi ts  
Socia l  and Behavioral  Sciences (GS)  – 6 credi ts  

NEW REQUIREMENTS



INTEGRATIVE STUDIES REQUIREMENT 
6 credits

Linked Courses

• 2 courses that link in some 
substantial way

• each course used by a student is 
designated in a different domain 

• may be used toward integrative 
studies requirement or regular 
domain course requirement if link is 
not taken

• One GX attribute and Linked 
attribute plus others as appropriate; 
Z Suffix

Inter-domain Courses

• 3 credits each, students must 
take 2

• 2 domains represented in each 
course

• creates up to 6 credits of 
exploration in General 
Education because may count 
toward both domains

• 2 GX attributes and Inter-
Domain attribute plus others 
as appropriate; N or Q (honors) 
Suffix



New GenEd Rules

§Three credits of  each domain required 
§Single-domain vs.  Inter -domain

§Move 3 replaces 3-6-9  (no domain can<3)
§Students can have 6 GHW and as few as 6 GN.
§Sti l l  a  subst itut ion that requires approval  from 

the col lege of graduation.



Online PDF

https://tinyurl.com/genedplan-psu

https://gened.psu.edu/sites/default/files/docs/Gen%20Ed%20Requirement%20Sheet%20FINAL.pdf






NEW GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS AND LIONPATH

Audits are programmed, but still being tested – Program Requirement Term 
2018. DO NOT PUT DIRECTIVES IN YET.

Existing attributes are used (GA, GN etc.)

New Integrative Studies section

Total credits counted to account for “Gen Ed electives”

Linked Course Table 
• Allows searching of approved linked course pairs
• Creates a way for audits to reconcile completion of approved linked pair                     

using process similar to what is used for FYE requirements





Transfer students?
Re-enrolling students?

• Recommendation to academic units to al low transfer 
and re-enrol led students to opt into the old program 
for the next two years.
• Wil l  be communicated via memo soon.
• Developed in consultat ion with WC and OVPCC
• Restates exist ing f lexibi l i ty but provides context.



gened.psu.edu

gened@psu.edu



General Education related topics to be 
discussed in Senate committees this 
year.

• Firewall
• General Education year vs. Program year
• General Education substitutions –

documenting and tracking during pre-
major etc.



PROCESS
and 
TIMELINE

2012
A Un iver s i t y -w ide  conver sat ion  began

2013-2014
Gen Ed  Task  Force  de l ibera tes  models  

and  makes  recommendat ions

2015-2016
Facu l ty  Senate  implementat ion  repor ts  

f rom Un iver s i t y  Facu l ty  Senate

2016-2017
Format ion  o f  Of f i ce  fo r  Genera l  Educat ion

SUMMER/ FALL 2018
New requ i rements  s tar t  fo r  s tudents


